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Houston Region

txohc.org
University of Texas School of Dentistry
7500 Cambridge Street Room #5210
Houston TX 77054-2008
Friday, September 15, 2023
7:30 – 9:00 AM
Quarterly Meeting

Minutes
Welcome and Introductions – Teresita Ladrillo, DMD, MPH
Chair Teresita Ladrillo, called the meeting to order at 7:58 AM. Members and guests present included: Lesley Briggs, Kila Johnson, Heather Dent, Elizabeth Alvarado, Neel Naik, Shane Chen, Kimberly Ruona, Fatimah Shamma, Caroline Couto, Kathleen Spangler
Review of minutes from quarterly meeting, June 16, 2023
      Heather Dent motioned to approve the minutes with no corrections.  Lesley Briggs seconded the motion.

New Business

1. Presentation: Integration of Oral Health Promotion in Well Child Visit– Elizabeth Alvarado (I didn’t get the name of the pediatrician). The presentation discussed the importance of children seeing a dentist by their first birthday. A registered dental hygienist (RDH) was integrated into a 100% Medicaid/CHIP practice to educate parents on the importance of oral hygiene, nutrition, and early childhood caries (ECC). The study included 100 participants with 50 receiving education and 50 without education. At the conclusion of the study the parents responded positively to the education provided. 
2. Increasing Access to Care: Roundtable discussion will be rescheduled for the next meeting. Discussion into possibly having a separate meeting to discuss referrals. Discussion to inviting Unite Us to a future meeting presentation.
Old Business 
1. Updated on Dental Practices in Houston

a. El Centro de Corazon adult clinic is closed for building maintenance. Adult dental patients will be seen on a limited basis at the Dunn locations.
b. San Jose has a new Dental Manager, Alfa Castaneda. Margo Melchor, CEO of San Jose, texted H. Dent that they have an organizational meeting and could not attend today’s meeting.

c. Harris County Public Health has 2 locations in Humble and Pasadena. The Pasadena is increasing capacity by adding 2 additional dental chairs for a total of 4 dental chairs. They continue to offer mobile clinics and resuming school-based clinics soon. They currently have an opening for a dentist and 2 RDHs.

d. UT Dental School is currently covering Harris Health for the homeless. Their mobile van is being refurbished. They have an opening for a dentist and RDH.

e. Hope Clinic has collaborated with UT School of Dentistry-Houston and are now using UT Dentists to serve as dental providers in their Hope Clinic in Alief. They are currently working on opening up a new school-based clinic at Aldine Independent School District.

f. The City of Houston Health Department has a shortage of dentists that is negatively impacting their clinic operations. There are 2 openings for Senior Public Health dentists and Public Health dentists. There was some confusion regarding referrals to Magnolia Clinic. The clinic accepts referrals of children for dental care even if they are uninsured. Norma Ortiz is the contact person for scheduling at the Magnolia location.

g. Midwest Dental has new contracts with UT School of Dentistry- Houston and UT School of Dentistry San Antonio.

Announcements – Heather Dent

1. Updates Regarding Medicaid Reimbursement: Starting Sept. 1st Texas Medicaid will start reimbursing for SDF D1354 for children 0-6 years of ages, on teeth A-T and teeth #3, 14, 19, 30.  This benefit is limited to a single application per patient per lifetime by any provider.  We know repeated applications can and should be part of the SDF protocol.  One treatment may not arrest decay completely. Research shows it may take 2-3 applications per tooth.  The same frequency limitation will be applied to dental sealants D1351: once per tooth, per lifetime, by any provider.  Sealants are effective in preventing or delaying restorative procedures but may need to be repaired or replaced more than once in their lifetime.  Texas used to allow replacement once every three years, but this won’t happen anymore under the new policies.  Application of caries arresting medicament (procedure code D1354) will become a benefit for Texas Health Steps members. 

2. NNOHA Conference: November 5-8, 2023. Denver, Colorado
3. Please sign up for membership at Texas Oral Health Coalition at txohc.org
Next Meeting: There was a discussion to schedule the next quarterly meeting, and to conduct the meeting on December 8, 2023. T. Ladrillo will contact UT Dental to see if there is any conflicts with room availability.  
Respectfully submitted,

Oral Health for Texas

