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REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

Building Bridges to Better Health

Virtual Conference
July 14-15, 2022

100 Scholarships Available

May 3, 2022  Volume: X  Issue: 6

The first fifty (50) Community Health Workers to register for the 2022 Texas Oral
Health Conference are eligible to receive 50% off the total conference registration
fee courtesy of the Texas Department of State Health Services Oral Health
Improvement Program.

http://bit.ly/22TOHC-Reg
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The first fifty (50) people to register for the 2022 Texas Oral Health Conference will 
be eligible to receive 50% off the total conference registration fee courtesy of the 
Texas Department of State Health Services Oral Health Improvement Program.

Please visit https://www.texasoralhealthconference.com/ to learn more about
Conference topics and speakers.

Register at: 
bit.ly/22TOHC-Reg

Comment on Medicaid Dental Services for
Adults with Disabilities

Comments Due Wednesday, May 4th by 5 PM

TxOHC received the communication below from Dennis Borel, the Executive 
Director of the Coalition for Texans with Disabilities in a request for support letters.

The Texas House Committee on Human Services is holding a public
hearing Thursday, May 5, on several interim charges regarding public health 
programs. The Committee is taking public written comment, and this is a great 
opportunity to tell your story and advocate for access to the adult dental benefit. 

In 2021, the Legislature passed HB2658 which included, for the first time, preventive 
dental services for adults with disabilities in the STAR Plus non-HCBS program. 
However, the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) has not 
implemented the dental benefit, citing Section 18 of the bill which says “If the 
legislature does not appropriate money specifically for that purpose, the commission 
may, but is not required to, implement this Act using other appropriations available 
for the purpose.”

HHSC has been consistently wrong in estimating any costs.  In fact, a detailed 
health economics analysis by the Texas Health Institute and the Coalition of Texans 
with Disabilities projected significant savings to the State due to reduced ER visits, 
hospitalizations and the cost of acute care for chronic conditions like heart disease, 

https://www.texasoralhealthconference.com/
https://fs25.formsite.com/TxOHC1/TOHC-2022-Registration/index.html
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diabetes, and more. A 2022 analysis by the National Council on Disability also 
projected savings to the State by instating the dental benefit.

Your comment should support access to this dental benefit approved by the 
Legislature. Cite need, importance to health, etc.

 If you're unsure what to say, see our sample language below.

IMPORTANT!  Submit your comments by the end of the day Wednesday, May
4 to Gregory.Cline@house.texas.gov. Greg is the committee director and will 
distribute your comments to the members. Write “HB2658 comment” in the subject 
line.
Example:  Texas should implement the preventive dental benefit for adults with 
disabilities in STAR Plus as directed in HB2658.

In 2021, the Legislature passed and Gov. Abbott signed HB2658 which included, for 
the first time, preventive dental services for adults with disabilities in the STAR Plus 
non-HCBS program. While children’s Medicaid and some adult programs provide 
access to a  dentist, the large majority of adults with disabilities in STAR Plus do not 
have a single dental clinic visit in their service plan for their adult lifespan.  Most ER 
visits and hospitalizations due to severe dental pain could be avoided
with preventive care in a dental clinic. Poor oral health worsens costly chronic 
conditions like heart disease, diabetes, stroke and more and impacts nutrition. That’s 
why highly-credentialed economic analysts at the Texas Health Institute and the 
National Council on Disability project net cost savings to the State when the dental 
benefit is implemented. HHSC had an initial fiscal note and says it may choose not to 
provide the services if the Legislature does not provide funding.  Yet many legislators 
felt that initial fiscal note was questionable in the light of detailed, independent 
economic analysis that projected savings. Many also acknowledge that maximizing 
beneficiaries’ health is key to a sustainable Texas Medicaid.

A live video broadcast of this hearing will be available
here: https://house.texas.gov/video-audio/.

Texas residents who wish to electronically submit comments related to agenda items
on this notice without testifying in person can do so until the hearing is adjourned by
visiting: https://comments.house.texas.gov/home?c=c310.

Public Hearing Notice

mailto:Gregory.Cline@house.texas.gov
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May Webinar: 
Special Conditions and Barriers and Challenges

Providing Dental Care to Patients with IDD

We are excited to host the second course in a special learning series
entitled, Special Conditions and Barriers and Challenges Providing Dental Care to
Patients with IDD with Dr. Mark Bullock, DDS on Friday, May 13, 2022, from 12:00
PM – 1:00 PM CDT. One hour of continuing dental education credit will be awarded
for those submitting a completed online evaluation.

When working with patients with IDD, there are often challenges and barriers that
can interfere with dental care. These challenges and barriers can complicate
providing dental care to the point where oral health is negatively affected. By
identifying challenges and barriers, supports can be put in place to improve safety,
effectiveness and comfort.

Registration is complimentary but required at https://bit.ly/Bullock-51322 to receive
your webinar link and passcode. To learn more about our featured speaker, course
description, and learning objectives, please visit https://txohc.org/education/bullock-
lecture-series/.

https://bit.ly/Bullock-51322
https://txohc.org/education/bullock-lecture-series/
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TxOHC Member Spotlight
We are pleased to welcome the following new TxOHC members who joined after 
April 20, 2022.

Organizational Members:

Texas A&M Dental Public Health Residency Program
Peggy Timothe, DDS, MPH, Program Director
Dallas, TX

Individual Members: 

Karla Roush, RDH
Registered Dental Hygienist, Texas HHS, San
Antonio State Supported Living Center
San Antonio, TX 

Welcome Organizational Members

https://bit.ly/Bullock-51322
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Join here if your organization is interested in joining our efforts to 
improve the oral healthcare system in Texas.

Employment Opportunities

TxOHC has posted a number of employment opportunities on our Career
Center including:   

*NEW* Texas A&M College of Dentistry, Dental
Public Health Residency Position
School-based Setting Needs Dentist in Houston,
TX
Special Needs Facility Needs Dentist in Abilene, TX
Dental Openings at the Texas Department of Criminal Justice 

TxOHC Quarterly Member Meetings

The Coalition will continue hosting quarterly member meetings on the third Friday of
the month from 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM.

Our four Regional Oral Health Coalitions, Austin, Houston, North Central, and San
Antonio will meet in separate breakout rooms for 45 minutes then everyone returns
the last 45 minutes for coalitions to report out. If you have not joined your regional
coalition you may do so here.

Upcoming meetings:

Friday, May 20, 2022
Friday, August 19, 2022
Friday, November 18, 2022

Registration is complimentary but required at https://bit.ly/QtrMtgs to receive your
meeting link and passcode.

https://fs25.formsite.com/TxOHC1/member/index.html
https://txohc.org/resources/career-center/
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Oral/oropharyngeal Cancer and HPV
Vaccination Awareness: The Oral Cancer Walk

by Sohini Dhar, DDS, MPH

TxOHC is pleased to post,
“Oral/oropharyngeal Cancer and HPV 
Vaccination Awareness: The Oral Cancer 
Walk,” a blog article written by Dr. Sohini 
Dhar, DDS, MPH, Clinical Assistant 
Professor at UT Health San Antonio 
School of Dentistry and TxOHC Board 
Director.

This article in observance of
#OralCancerAwarenessMonth discusses Oral Cancer, the role HPV plays and the 
outcomes of the most recent San Antonio Oral Cancer Walk. 

Read the full article at: https://txohc.org/oral-cancer-walk/.

https://bit.ly/QtrMtgs
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Just Released: 
The 2022 County Health Rankings

County Health Rankings & Roadmaps (CHR&R)
recently released the annual 2022 County Health
Rankings, complete with new measures, evidence-
informed strategies and guidance on achieving a just
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic with economic
security and health for all.

The pandemic revealed and worsened existing barriers to health and well-being
such as racism, discrimination and disinvestment. This year's release focuses on a
recovery that builds toward a healthier, just and more inclusive future. Below are a
few of the exciting new things that you'll find on their website:

The National Findings Report explores topics key to advancing a just recovery
for economic security and health, including a living wage, equitable pay,
childcare affordability and availability, and equitable school funding.

Seven new measures to support local data-to-action related to income,
education, family and social support, and health outcomes.
A new curated list of evidence-informed solutions to support a just recovery
and close the racial wealth divide including strategies around baby bonds,
publicly funded pre-kindergarten and reparations for descendants of formerly
enslaved people.
CHR &R's newly launched podcast, In Solidarity, explores the connections
between power, place and health through interviews with some of the country's
brightest minds and biggest thinkers. A six-episode series dives into the racial
wealth divide’s connection to our health. 

Find all of the new resources on the County Health Rankings website here.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pDHAc3X-C_2x8fL77yJBDQiFyk8T-wTl-iITzj_lfbWLQx3DKATS5X1-yjQjJmGRUg9v9pFWNeEjJXo8c-YQ7NI8GXi7nJfzI4_gd0MOc5SEwjX5Ni3OBL0bol_uNVXtyAE48tfrlC_v5Y7ZzjG9C3vwdHmwpJERzFcJ1Doo0pBvYRUQ7Ng7ceiEiibZdBDJMzeldXHShDc3yhOj7_IPwOhdMpM_meZqItE7Q6_KAZ7t2GWGqdkYiQ==&c=PEsy3SkGMjPE-pDnJHYR9MJx6FuC9QtrGw6mhgXktKEHi93QUmmTIQ==&ch=VcjJsWwcfsiOwOxyivlhA6xcLXu2gGJ81KYY3KWL8ddQVLt0dOPe9Q==
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Call for Manuscripts
Nutrients is a peer-reviewed, open-access journal of human nutrition published
semimonthly online by MDPI and guest editors Dr. Shreela V. Sharma and Dr.
Courtney Byrd-Williams of University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston are
welcoming contributions for the special issue, Obesity and Oral Health in Children
and Adolescents. 

The deadline for submissions is June 15, 2022.  Learn more in the linked flyer.

TSBDE Licensing Expo

The Texas State Board of Dental Examiners (TSBDE)
is pleased to announce that we are hosting a Licensing
Expo June 6th & 7th for onsite application processing
for dental and dental hygiene graduates! This event
allows recent graduates the opportunity to have their
application approved by TSBDE staff on the spot.
Please see the attached fliers for additional information.

Monday, June 6, 2022: Dental Hygiene
Graduates 

Tuesday, June 7, 2022: Dental Graduates

https://mcusercontent.com/07f8a2bc9ab015760c48d11cb/files/53dcfb84-5a4d-e66d-b737-b38d902939f1/flyer_Children_Adolescents_Obesity_and_Oral_health.pdf
https://tsbde.texas.gov/licensing-expo-2022/
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With much appreciation and sincerest gratitude,
we wish to thank our 2022 Coalition Partners!




