


HISTORY OF S.M.I.L.E.S

• DENTAL HEALTH ARLINGTON WAS CREATED OUT OF THE UNITED WAY NEEDS 

ASSESSMENT IN 1991

• ALL VOLUNTEER STAFF IN A 2 CHAIR DONATED SPACE

• DENTISTS WERE CONCERNED BY THE AMOUNT OF DENTAL DECAY IN 

CHILDREN

• IN 1993 A PILOT PROJECT WAS STARTED IN 2 SCHOOLS



THE SCHOOL BASED PROGRAM

• THE DECAY RATE WAS APPROXIMATELY 

70%

• ORAL HYGIENE EDUCATION INTRODUCED 

TO 1ST, 2ND, 3RD GRADE CHILDREN IN THE 

CLASSROOMS

• DENTISTS PROVIDED SCREENINGS

• GRANTS WRITTEN AND DONATION GIVEN 

PROVIDING PORTABLE EQUIPMENT

• RENAMED SEALING MOLARS IMPROVES THE 
LIVES OF EVERY STUDENT

• STAFF WAS HIRED AS PROGRAM EXPANDED 
AND SEALANTS ADDED TO PROGRAM

• CURRENTLY S.M.I.L.E.S. IS IN 40 TITLE I 
SCHOOLS

• SERVED ~10,000 CHILDREN IN THE AISD
AND MISD

• DECAY RATE IS DOWN TO LESS THAN 28%



52 MILLION SCHOOL HOURS ARE LOST 
TO DENTAL RELATED INFECTIONS IN 

CHILDREN…SECOND ONLY TO COMMON 
COLD

DENTAL HEALTH ARLINGTON’S SEALANT PROGRAM HELPS TO REDUCE THE DECAY RATE IN 
CHILDREN BY PROVIDING ORAL HYGIENE INSTRUCTION, A TOOTHBRUSH, PRINTED 

MATERIALS TO TAKE HOME TO PARENTS, A SCREENING BY A DENTIST, A REFERRAL TO A 
DENTAL HOME, A REFERRAL TO DHA TO TAKE CARE OF MOST EMERGENT NEED, SEALANTS 

AND FLUORIDE ALL PROVIDED FOR FREE AT THE CHILD’S SCHOOL



PROVIDING FREE DENTAL SERVICES

LIMITED EXAM
FUNDING SOURCES INCLUDE CITY 

OF ARLINGTON CDBG, UNITED WAY, 

PRIVATE FOUNDATIONS, AND 

FUNDRAISING

SMILES TEAM
COLLABORATIONS WITH 

ARLINGTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT (AISD)AND MANSFIELD 

ISD

SEALANTS
9941 STUDENTS SCREENED, OHI, TOOTHBRUSH

1868 STUDENTS RECEIVED SEALANTS

5558 TEETH SEALED

3394 FLUORIDE TREATMENTS



OBSTACLES

Parents not understanding severity of dental issues
Not getting permission slips returned

Administration Apathy
Funding, funding, funding!!!



AWARD WINNING PROGRAM!!

• PRESIDENT’S SERVICE AWARD FROM POINTS OF LIGHT FOUNDATION IN 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (1999)

• CHOSEN BY PEW PARTNERSHIP FOR CIVIC CHANGE FOR THE WANTED: 
SOLUTIONS FOR AMERICA (2000)

• NAMED PARTNER AGENCY OF THE UNITED WAY OF METRO TARRANT COUNTY 
(2000)

• ADA MERITORIOUS AWARD FOR COMMUNITY DENTISTRY (2000)

• NAMED A NATIONAL MODEL PROGRAM IN WASHINGTON, D.C. BY PEW 
PARTNERSHIP (2002)



SMILES IN ACTION!!


